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Regarding Latvia's Army

Soviet Russla koowa gquite
well the Lettiah sharpshootemrm.
The Russian proletariat knows
the sacrifices of the Lettish sol-
disrs, lald on the altar of the
socialistic revelution. Despile
all attempts of our enemies, de-
apite Lochart's subsidies, lies

of the Kazan and Sibkerian co-
unter-revolutionists, the Lettish
troops have remained faithial
defenders of the Bocialistic re-
valution. And when the battle
“To Latvia!™

Letthal workers came forward
from the vast expanses of Sov-
jet Rusais toward the west, in
arder o create their own Sovist
Latvis,

Many still think that Rasd
Latvla acta separatsly from
Russia, but this is & great error.
Latvia s so closely connected
with the Hussian Social Revelu-
lionarista that there can be
even no thought aa to their be-
ing separate.

If one speaks aboul the up-
rising of the proletariat against
the bourgeoisie, and of captur-
ing power at all cost, this can
be sald of the Lottiah proletar-
iat. They had taken the power
into thelr own hands, even be-
fore the arrival of the Red
Sharpshooters. The Lettiah sol-
diers have proven to be the de-
femders of the proletarian
gEnine. The whele civil popula-
tisn thought that the clearing
of the Baltic region from the
White Guards was a matter of
a few days. But in the higher
directing spheres, people re-
garded this guestion quite Jdif-
ferently, and expressed grave
apprehenalons. 1  remember
how, after the taking of Valki
ind Valmer. Comrade Vatze-
tis was indignant when thes
main forces moved not towards
Reval, but against Riga. It was
nol the fault of Vatzetls that
his stretegic plan was not com-
plied with. Buat this is not the
subject of our discusslon. One
siens of the directing military
thing is clear: the appreben-

heads have come Uroe.

know the reaults. Sections of
the Ethonlan Red Army had to
retreat. The heaviesl burden
af fAghting with the White
Guards and Esthonlan and Fin-
qish bands was cearried out on
‘hie morthern fromt of Latvis,
The ofensive of the Fsthonian-
Finniah White Guards began at
the time when the antire fromt
of Latvia was yel weak. Al
many points and in many direc-
tions comparatively small de-
‘achmenta w s operated,
which have nol yet succeeded
in effecting a jonction. 'War
commissarists were mot yel or-
ganized, through wheh we
might have begun mebilization
snd training the mobilized and
volunteers. Further military
spoerations disclosed immediat-
gly that the army of Latvia had
ol reached the stage desired
and that it had passed through
s period of discase. The arm)
of Latvia at the preseat me
ment is undergoing the same
things a8 the Russiam Red
Army underwent at the be-
ginning of its existence. The
third conference of communist-
i sections of Lettish regimenits,
which took place in Rigs on
‘ebhruary Zo0lh, was character-
btic. The guestion of bullding
up a Latvian Army was discass.
ed at this conferences. From the
reporta from difTeront localities
it became clear that the Lat-
vian Army sulfered from lack
of discipline, and that this had
preduced a ruinous sfect. The
officers” command had nol
teamed up yel. Rights and
dutieas of separate organs are
not yet defined. Every one looks
&t the army’s business from his
own particular point of wew,
and pursues his own method.
And a3 & reaull, the wagon is
atill there. Latvia®s arnay is an
inseparable part of the whole
Russian Red Army, and must
carry out the task put before it
by the whole revolutionary
front. Therefore the bullding
af the Lettiah srmy muost be
conducted mecording to one
common principle on one unit-

Allad front.




